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Dear Governor Fernando: , 

The following i s in response t o the questions r a i s e d in your July 3 , 1985, 
l e t t e r regarding Reclamation ma t t e r s . 

— What i s the BIA's ro l e in e f for t s wi th in the DOL's ( s i c ) 
Reclamation Plan on behalf of the Pueblo? 

In ear ly 198I, t he determination was made t h a t the approval of 
the Anaconda Mining Company's proposal t o reclaim the Jackpi le 
Paguate Uranium Mine cons t i tu ted a major Federal act ion having 
s ign i f i can t impacts on the qua l i ty of the human environment. 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the Bureau of Indian 

• Affairs (BIA) decided t o Jo in t l y prepare an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS). The Joint lead EIS was determined 
t o be necessary because the Geological Survey had the respon
s i b i l i t y of administering the development of Indian minerals 
and au thor i ty t o approve a l l mining and reclamation plans for 
Indian minera l s , and the BIA had the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of admin
i s t e r i n g the surface resources of Indian l ands . In December 
1982, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the USGS in mat ters r e l a t e d t o 
the development of the EIS and approval of the Reclamation Plan 
were t r ans fe r r ed t o the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as the 
r e su l t of a reorganizat ion of the USGS. 

A 
In Apri l 198I, a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was 
entered in to between the USGS and the BIA which se t for th the 
dut ies and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of-each of the agencies . A copy-- — 
of the MOU i s enclosed for your ready re fe rence . As you w i l l 
n o t e , i t i s the BIA's task t o provide t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance 
and t o exercise overa l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for da ta c o l l e c t i o n , 
a n a l y s i s , preparat ion of t e s t ^ d i l l u s t r a t i o n s for those 
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In addition to the MOU, a Preparation Plan was developed which 
further expanded on the responsibilities of the agencies involved. 
A copy of the Preparation Plan is enclosed. 

More specifically, the Bureau has worked directly with other 
Task Force members, primarily the BLM, in the review of the plan 
submitted by Anaconda and the development of reclamation alter
natives. The development of these alterations is based upon input 
from the Task Force members, including the Pueblo of Laguna, and 
analysis of research and studies performed by Anaconda's and the 
Government's experts. In addition, the Bureau has used in-house 
expertise and consultants to develop and recommend specific 
reclamation alternatives. The end products of the Bureau's 
work with the BLM are the Preliminary Draft of the Environmental 
Impact Statement (PDEIS) and the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) which is now out for public review and comment. 

The Laguna Agency has been involved in the role of coordinating, 
providing technical assistance through the review of documents 
and development of comments; assisting with the preparation of 
documents and correspondence; developing and coordinating the 
involvement and assistance of Bureau personnel and the pursuit 
of funding for special studies such as the- Paguate Housing Study 
and the analysis of the Anaconda Company's proposal. I person
ally, since my assignment to this Agency as Superintendent, have 
been actively involved in Task Force meetings, meetings with the 
Pueblo's consultants, legal advisers and Committees, and AMC 
management. The participation on my part and those of my staff 
in Pueblo sponsored sessions have always been at the request or 
invitation of an official or representative of the Pueblo. It 
should also be mentioned that very early in my involvement I 
was verbally informed by the Pueblo that the Pueblo would rely 
upon the Council of Energy Resources Tribes (CERT) as its 
principal advocate and adviser. I have conducted the involvement 
of the Agency accordingly. 

It is the position of the Bureau to, within the limits of our 
authorities and resources, continue to work with and for the 
Pueblo in concerted effort to achieve an optimum and successful 
reclamation effort. 

How much information does the Laguna Agency and the Area Office 
have in their possession? 

Four years of work surrounding the development of an EIS, the 
proposed reclamation plan and related matters has generated 
much paperwork. The Agency maintains several files of copies 
of correspondence, reports, etc., which have either been 
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generated by this Agency or furnished to us during the normal 
course of exchange of information. Our files are available 
for your review and use. I am advised by the Area Office that 
their files contain documents and records similar to those 
maintained by the Agency and are also available for the Pueblo's 
review and use. 

Do you furnish to Anaconda, DOL (sic) and BLN the information 
that the Pueblo had authorized to be prepared on their behalf? 

The question is difficult to respond to because I am uncertain 
as to the exact information to which you have reference. 
Documents and information furnished to us with instructions 
for dissemination or distribution to the parties mentioned 
have been distributed as directed. If concern regards the 
dissemination of any information which this Agency may have 
been "privileged" to receive during the course of our asso
ciation which the Pueblo, its officials and program personnel, 
and which information may be considered as confidential by the 
Pueblo, be assured that we observed the confidentiality of the 
information. The productive and constructive working relation
ship which my staff and I have shared with past Pueblo officials, 
Councils and personnel have been based on a position of mutual 
trust and respect for each other. The relationship has been one 
which we value highly and would not compromise. Any information, 
written or verbal, given to us as "confidential" has been treated 
as such. 

Should you desire further discussion on any of these matters, please let me 
know. 

Enclosures 
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